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Bureaucracy is a g problemlobal
deveof socio-economic lopment

himselfor herself in such busrnesses. Ot because ers lo avoid sometimes what are kno[n as grey ol
ofthe bureaucratic problems, someotre can be able confusing areas under the rules and regulations altd
b stan or operate his or her busiress only after to implement some development plan which will
Iapse of a lot of trme betw€en the Foposal when it cenainly be ben€ficial to the society.
is made and ils implementation. AII such probiems The theory of flexism, therefore, suggests fd
calr resuh in obstructions to lhe prooess of eco- some discretionary powers to be exercised by tha
nomic developmeat or keep the country in an bureaucrats for b€ing condBcive to the growth of
underdeveloped state. the ecomony. Bureaucrats can take over the gley

These are ihe deveiopment problems which we pa( ofthe rules and regulatioDs to avoid ils neg&
have been facing for a loftg time in most of the tive implications and to help serve the geater i]it€r.
underdeveloped ard lhe dev€loping economies- est ofthe nation or huDan behgs. Sometimes merE
We need lo get nd of such problems oI develop- sincenty is not or may trot be good enough fa
mentby managing the bureaucracy and lhe bureau- making efective contributioDs to the society. We
dats in some productive and effrcietrt fashion. We let the economic vehicle to move ahead at any cost,
cannot eliminate thebueaucmcy and nrn the coull- We neve. do stop the economic vehicle due to
rry. \lt have ro manage the bureaucracy smanly. bu€aucratic reasons. Mere sincerity may not be

Flexism is a theory of potitical economy thai good enough to perform. Or liftited conupt,on as.
advocat€s for introducing flenb ily and diversity business gift catr, at times, be efective, too. This L
in human behaviour and in thet economic and not really a corruption as it will let the economic
related achvities. The rules and regulations would vehicle move. Once agai& a limited deviation froni
be llexibl€ and dive6i6ed !o the extent they are the nrles arld regulations with positive iDplicatiori
b€neficial for the mankind. The rigidity or inflexi- is also Dot a real corruption. For an example, th.
bility ofthe mles and regulations prohibit or delay economies of four Asian Tigers have recendy
the operations of economic activities in proper bccome very produclive alld arc now includ€d itr
ways, harming the grcater interest of the society the list of middle-ir]come countsies. some hinl-
and hwnan developmetrt. mum level of corruption to sow the seed of th.

Therefore, the economic iheory of flexism sug- businesses ad glaft like speed motrey i, orde. to
gests that the gloup ofbureaucrats and thet posr'er speed up the movement of the busine,ss 6le fiom
should be kept and maintained to a minimum or as one table to arother, are still in place iD these coun-
limited as possible. Thet oficial duties, responsi- aies of four Asian Tigers! The pro$essive peopld
bilities and perfomances should be properly itr such count ies have accepted this cultuc of
insp€cted, evaluat€d and reported to their sup€rvi- minor corruption, in terms ofbusine,qs gift for thi
sors, including the elected individuals, for curbing greatcr hterest of the business as well as tha
the practice of conuption. Perforrnance evaluation nation. Our effor6 would b€ either to avoid it totaF
of th€ bureaucrats will include the monerary esti- ly or ro accept it culturduy to a limited exte , ifw€
mation ofthe loss iDcuned by the society. W€ must cannot avoid it, for the geater hterest ofthe onts€!
have ihe provision to rnake the bueaucrats to com- preneurs and the socio-ecommic developmeDt ofi
p$sate for such social losses incuned because of counEy.
their corruption. ID developiug counEi€s includiry Batrgladesh,

The social laws and order and the leBal system the bureaucrats may be ercouraged to be fl€xib[€
must therefore provide a provisim for suing tbe or diversified to dEcide oE th€ grey pan ofthe rul6
spe.ific office of the govemmeDt and lhe specific and regulations in the geater inteest qf dre busi-
bureaucrat ia particular, who is responsible for aesses-and the econoal The p€ople ofrLe cound
rDahil&such a lost-lo dle roqpry..Tj'is system gfi. .Enl'accEFh6fjcd{N{hefllm i6gift e&F+bfl.*..
rrro-.^,ay process is i, practrce in a few wesrem and ness gifu ro'6e;xreDtit increases tbe total soaitl
developed cotmties. In the dev€lopnB cormlj€s b€nefit of the soci€ty. Tlte poductive or efrcierl
including Bangladesh, we cannot sue the particular ofticials ol bueaucrats ftom lower to higher leveb
bEeaucrat for his or her misconduct. Therefore, our should be awarded ifthey do perform well or facil-
bEeaucrats dare to do an),thiDg they wish for tbeir irale the gowtb oi the economy. Such a kind of
personal gains. This is why, we are poor$ than incentive will increase the financial ability oftha
other societies where the evil force of the bureru buieaucmts.
crats is significa ly accountable and punishable. A rational monthly cornpeDsation package fot

The tleory offlexism also suggests that bureau- the bureaucrats and improvemenl of lheir socioi
crals must be pmhibited from doiry an),thitrg that cultural ethi$ will help eliminate the pactice of
decreases lhe incentive or plofit of the entrepre- bribery In addition to this, lh. streoSlh ofthe law
neus. The coopromising p.inciple should be fol- ald ordff a the judiciary system is also very
lowed, so that the activities undert l(en by the important. AU these together wil help develop t
eBtreprcdeurs cao benefit a wider segment of the culture, ftee of bribery, like the case with a deve!-
population ad do not affect advenely any iddivi& . oped weslem economy. Onc€ again, all these al€
ual- Such economic activities should be encour- advocated here for the Sreater productivity of th€
aged. These should be undertaken, ,egardless of economy under the system of flexi$rL a theory of
$1r.1 is srr1.f ;n llrr d..,iir.r,i r.!,1;ri L, rn:,jr i.lilic.l.ror,qrv
., _, r, !,l\- a,,l ..1 . . :. , 1.
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The productive or efficient officials or bureaucrats from lower to higher levels should be award-
ed if they do perform well or become conducive to the growth of the economy. Such a kind of
incentive will increase the ability of the bureaucrats, in financial terms. A rational monthly com-

pensation package for the bureaucrats and improvement of their socio-cultural ethics
will help eliminate the practice of bribery, writes M Azizur Rahman

r , OST DeoDle and counrne. acros5 the
l\ /l slobal ari poor: rhus. out of the -.0 brl-
IYIiio" peopie world-wrde. about more
than 4.0 billiod are poor. In other words, rhe large
sections ofthe people are e€oDomically disadvar-
raged. tt is otherxise slated that humanbeings are
the best creature in the world. But if we cannot
alleviate global povertv, how we can be called the
basl crea$re. It means that human beings are
themselves problemanc. Or we are not 6ee fiom
problems. We are not ftee ftom the controversy
over whether we really want to alleviate poverty
at all from the world or not.

WIat is really the problem with us? tr biologi"
ca1 phylum, rhe living b€ings are oi two kindsl
plant and admal. In zoology, lhe animals are oI
two kinds. human and ammal. The mankrnd scien-
tifically belongs to the group of the animal.
Naturally, it means that we are human atrd admal,
too. If w€ do the good job, we are humans. If we
inleotionally alo harm to others, we are animals. Or
a sinSle individual caD hold both kinds ofelemenls
of a man and an animal- We are a s€lfish and self-
hterested creature by b[th. We do benefit our-
selves more ihan vr'e caD think of doing something
good to others. In doirg b€nefit to ourselves, we do
not care about how our selt--mterested acbon,
sometimes, might be hallDirl to the others.

Bureaucrats are the goups of people holding
power iD public or private sector o6ces, ftom top
to bottom. They are powerftil in any kiod of socie -

ty includiry developed and developing ones and in
both of caprBl6t and Don-capirrhsl economes.
The people ca! utilize the power acquiied iD theit
position to do wbat they like to do, with some lim-
itatioDs.
. Once again, bu.sucrats aie powerful human
beiDgs in the society. They selve as an agent or
intermediary belweeB the politicians and the com-
mon people. Tbey prefer common people not
directly contacting them for rhe service.
Bueaucrats €an gain some benefits lhat are not
othcrwise provisioned for, fiom lhis source oftheir

, direct contact with €oroEon ppple. ,Uqdue. bpqp.it,
given to the bureaucrats is a loss inclmed by the
common p€ople.

The irlstuments used by the bweaucrats to
obtain thei. undue ben€fits arc the rules and rcgu-
lations and th€ content of conftsed or grey pan of
rhe clauses of such regllations. Also, [he bureau-
crats use ihet oflicial conoection wit! the political
people in power to acqune and conf[m their social
powcr More specificall, bureaucrats tend to max-
imize their b€nefit by takiry bribes and gitu from
the clieots or corfinon peopl€. They also help pro-
mote coruption OEough speed mooey or s€ed

Sometimes tle illegitimate demand of the
bureaucrats for some finatcial benefits ftoo their
clients can be measured o. esrifiated as a signifi-
cant part of lhe tolal cosi of businesses. The
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